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ACTION EA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 AID-20 IGA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 

NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-12 PRS-01 EB 11 AGR-20 SS-15 

NSC-10 PM-07 OMB-01 L-03 10-13 RSR-01 /145 W 

124600 

PR 190822 Z JUN 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1742 

CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 6063 

FOR STATE/ AID 

PASS TO EDWARD BOISE 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EGEN, EAID, CB 

SUBJECT: CAMBODIA RICE AIRLIFT 

1. WE ARE PRESENTLY DISCUSSING WITH AIR AMEIRCA LOCAL REPRESENTA- 
TIVE FEASIBILITY OF OPERATING SAIGON ASSIGNED C-7 A AIRCRAFT FOR 
RICE AIRLIFTS TO KOMPONG- THOM AND SVAY RIENG STARTING JULY 1. 

1973. BECAUSE THESE AIRCRAFT ARE COVERED BY AIR AMERICA VN-100 
CONTRACT, WE ARE TOLD COST ESTIMATES CAN BE FURNISHED TO US ONLY 
BY USAID/ SAIGON. 

2. AIRLIFT OPERATION AS PRESENTLY CONTEMPLATED WOULD INVOLVE 
FOLLOWNING AIRCRAFT UTILIZATION: 

A. FROM PHNOM PENH TO SVAY RIENG. TWO C-7 A AIRCRAFT EACH 
MAKING 6 TRIPS DAILY TO AIRLIFT 16.2 METRIC TONS OR 
TOTAL 32.4 MT PER DAY. EIGHT BLOCK HOURS REQUIRED PER 
DAY PER AIRCRAFT INCLUDING POSITIONING. WE ESTIMATE 30 
WORKING DAYS WOULD BE REQUIRED TO AIRLIFT 972 MT PER 
MONTH WITH TOTAL 480 BLOCK HOURS PER MONTH FOR TWO 
AIRCRAFT. 
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B. FROM PHNOM PENH TO KOMPONG- THOM. ONE C-7 A MAKING 6 
TRIPS DAILY TO AIR I, TFT 16.2 MT AND REQUIRING 8. 5 BLOCK 
HOURS WITH POSITIONING. TO AIRLIFT 242 MT PER MONTH 
WOULD REQUIRE 15 WORKDAYS OR TOTAL 127.5 BLOCK HOURS 
PER MONTH. 

3. IF BATTAMBANG IS SELECTED AS ALTERNATE LOADING POINT WE 
PROJECT FOLLOWING AIRCRAFT UTILIZATION: 

A. TO SVAY RIENG. FOUR C-7 A AIRCRAFT EACH MAKING 3 
TRIPS DAILY TO AIRLIFT 8.1 MT OR TOTAL 32.1 MT PER DAY. 

BLOCK HOURS WOULD BE 8.6 PER AIRCRAFT PER DAY WITH 
POSITIONING. THUS, 30 WORKING DAYS WOULD BE REQUIRED 
TO AIRLIFT 963 MT WITH TOTAL 1.032 BLOCK HOURS PER 
MONTH FOR FOUR AIRCRAFT. 

B. TO KOMPONG THOM. ONE C-7 A MAKING 4 TRIPS DAILY 
TO AIRLIFT 10.8 MT, AND REQUIRING 8.35 BLOCK HOURS 
WITH POSITIONING. TO AIRLIFT 238 MT PER MONTH WOULD 
REQUIRE 22 WORKDAYS OR TOTAL 184 BLOCK HOURS PER 
MONTH. 

4. REQUEST USAID/ SAIGON CABLE ADVICE PRIORITY FOLLOWING: 

A. COST ESTIMATE CAMBODIA AIRLIFT OPERATION WITH SAIGON 
ASSIGNED AIRCRAFT UNDER AIR AMERICA VN-100 CONTRACT 
PER ABOVE DATA. 

B. COST ESTIMATE SAME OPERATION BY AIR AMERICA BUT WITH 
GFE. 

SWANK 
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